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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicants election without traverse of Group I (claims 1-57, 62-74 and 85-88) of 
a fluid retention chamber and manifold in the reply filed on 10-24-2005 is 
acknowledged. 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of the species of SPECIES H (claims 36-40) 
in the reply filed on 1-19-2006 is acknowledged. 

3. Claims 1-35, 41-88 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention and species, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on 10-24-2005 and 1-1-2006. 

4. Pending claims for examination are claims 36-39. 

Specification 

5. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: "output port angle" (alpha). The specification fails to clearly 
point out that the alpha angle is called an "output port angle" as referred to in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wex 
5190524. 

Wex discloses a base 25, 6, 17, lb, (the bottom lower surface is fully seen in a 
plan view in figure 1) and having an output port 5, and input ports 9 as seen in 
figure 2 with tubes connecting each respective ports on the same surface 
(bottom part of the figure 2 is defined as the upper surface of the base), and 
defining a triangle between three ports with respectively chosen port input center 
openings and the output opening to define a triangle configuration with angle 
which may be measured, at least clearly seen in figure 1 , the angles of 90, 45. 
180 degrees. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wex 
5190524. 

10. The Wex reference discloses all of the recited subject matter as defined within 
the scope of the claims with the exception of a configuration of the output port angle 
being between 10-30 degrees. 
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In regard to the relative positions of the triangle configuration of three of a chosen 
outlet and inlet ports, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the relative angle of placement of the ports in 
such that the system may more be in convenient arrangement, whereas it is nothing 
more than an optimization of a configuration in order to provide a more advantageous or 
easily constructed system since it has been held that, absent any unexpected result, a 
mere change in form or shape on the basis of suitability is a matter of obvious 
mechanical design choice. In re Dailey, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1976). It has been held 
that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 
86 USPQ 70. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pesnicak 5810773, Nelson 3470893, Gula et al 4447230, 
Whitmore 5674394, Shannon et al 5738662, Haindl 5695478, Shannon et al 5431 185, 
Bischof 4915688, Mastropaolo 6966581, Dikeman et al 5431202, Ogawa 6626468. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tony G. Soohoo whose telephone number is (571 ) 272 
1 147. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5PM,Tue"Fri, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 151 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . // 
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